HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
the world in the third volume of Karl Marx's Kapital,
and it will be discussed in a later chapter. I shall then
try to point out that the Communist view of freedom
involves a transition, in actual economic history, from
one kind of social and economic technique to another,
to which this view of freedom is appropriate. In this
chapter, let me emphasise again, I am trying to show
the essential and temporary rektion of any kind of
social ideal to the special circumstances in which it
appears.
There are, of course, many other historical per-
spectives which we might examine in order to split the
congealed mass of modem thinking about Russia into
its constituent elements. Among other views pethaps
those of Non-conformism and Indian mysticism
deserve most attention as representing stock varieties
of Western and Oriental mysticism and asceticism
respectively.
Non-conformism arose in England among the
working classes of the early nineteenth century as a
psychological method of reconciling themselves to the
extreme misery of early industrial life. For the herds of
destitute, illiterate and disease-ridden factory workers
of those days, living in back-to-back hovels and
stinking yards, all of them the social victims of the
middle-class exultations over the new-found Liberty,